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one might say, unaware of what he was after, he
was really impelled by an uncontrollable intent
to impart the revelation that had been renewed in
him. Woe unto all possessors of the truth who
do not tell it ! His faith before his conversion
had been a reasoned approval, however hard to
give, of God and his decrees ; now it was a sur-
render, a surrender which made it urgent for
him, not to save his own soul, but those of others.
Not that he had yielded up reason - that philoso-
phy of his was never purged away - and when an
opponent stated that it was a fundamental prin-
ciple in the Methodist school that all who came
into it must renounce their reason, he retorted
sweepingly, " Sir, are you awake ? Unless you
are talking in your sleep, how can you utter so
gross an untruth ? It is a fundamental principle
with us that to renounce reason is to renounce
religion: that religion and reason go hand in hand,
and that all irrational religion is false religion."

Yet, though he refrained from saying so, the
reason he meant was not that to be found in
books, nor, exactly, the unaided reason of the
mind. What had made his "rational religion"
significant to him, and precious, what indeed had
been essential to his receiving it, had been a per-
sonal contact, a living connection-it was this
tliat Peter Bohler had been to him - as though the
torch must be passed on from hand to hand, in an
actual apostolic succession. The torch ! Wesley
thought in terms of flame, of fire, heavenly fire,